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It is my pleasure to serve as the Honorary Chairman of  
the 2015 Business Hall of  Fame. Once again, Junior 
Achievement of  North Louisiana has selected three 
exceptional Laureates as additions to our Business Hall of  
Fame. You will enjoy and be inspired by the presenta-tions 
of  Laura Crawford, Bob FitzGerald and Robert Bowman. 
During the last few years, your Junior Achievement has 
enjoyed unusual success in reaching out to the youth 
of  our Shreveport-Bossier City communities. This is 
largely attributed to the hard work and dedication of  our 
talented President-Executive Director, Nita Cook. With 
an enlarged and diversified board of  directors whom she 
has inspired along with hundreds of  volunteers, much 
has been accomplished. JA USA recently recognized this 
success during the JA National Leadership Conference in 
Saint Louis when our Area received the coveted Phoenix 
Award as the most improved JA Area in the United States. 
Congratulations Nita, David Scott, the members of  your 
board of  directors and the many dedicated volunteers for this recognition. Thanks to 
those of  you who are in attendance tonight and for your continued support of  our 
Junior Achievement of  North Louisiana. I know you will enjoy the evening.

A Message from the Honorary Chairman

C. Cody White, Jr.
2006 JA Laureate  

Heard, McElroy & Vestal



EXECUTIVE BOARD

David A. Scott	 Chase - Chairman
Hardy Foreman	 Carr, Riggs & Ingram - Incoming Chairman
Lyle H. Jeansonne	 Citizen’s National Bank - Vice Chairman
David Watters	 Morris & Dickson Co. LLC - Treasurer
Merritt B. Chastain, Jr.	 Attorney at Law - Secretary
Nita H. Cook	 Junior Achievement of  North Louisiana  
	 President | Executive Director

DIRECTORS

Scott R. McCloud	 SWEPCO
Trent Millican	 RBM, LLP
Rex Tamplin	 Aliign, LLC
D.C. Machen	 Bossier Parish Schools
Emma Jordan	 Bossier Parish Schools
Lamar Goree	 Caddo Parish Schools
Gayle Flowers	 Caddo Parish Schools
Stephanie B. Mijalis	 Community Citizen
Erik S. Vigen	 The Broyles Group
Will Broyles	 The Broyles Group
MSgt Mario Rodriguez	 Barksdale Air Force Base
Joe Benetz	 KPMG
Col Jacquelyn Marty	 Barksdale Air Force Base
Mike Belanger	 Querbes & Nelson
Dany Martin	 Williams Financial Advisors
Ken Krueger	 Regions
John Hamm	 Sam’s Club
Don Howard	 Troops to Teachers

2015 - 2016 Junior achievement  
board of directors 



Thank you for joining us this evening as we 
celebrate the careers and accomplishments 
of  Laura Crawford, Robert Bowman and 
Bob Fitzgerald. They are the embodiment of  
community leadership, entrepreneurship and 
quality education that is the foundation of  Junior 
Achievement’s mission. As a result of  their 
commitment to these values, they create many 
opportunities for our young people in the fields 
of  the arts, technology and skilled trades – and 
inspire us all.

Junior Achievement of  North Louisiana is as 
strong today as it ever has been. We count on your continued support to 
deliver essential financial literacy programs in our schools. We count on you 
to continue to impact the lives of  more students each year. In the 2014-2015 
school year, JA volunteers in Bossier, Caddo, Ouachita and Webster parishes 
taught 6,803 students in 28 schools, and logged in 37,245 classroom hours. 
Please take a moment to consider the tremendous amount of  community 
support that represents. Consider as well the number of  students in North 
Louisiana who need financial literacy education and the inspiration to become 
entrepreneurs. Because of  your support, JA trained volunteers will be able to 
teach and inspire even more students this school year and beyond.

I encourage you to volunteer in the classroom and experience the impact you 
will make on the lives of  our area young people. They are bright, enthusiastic 
learners with the potential to make many positive contributions to their 
families and our community. To develop successful habits, young students 
need each of  you to invest in their future and to be active participants in their 
development.

We are here tonight because we are inspired by the life-long accomplishments 
of  our Junior Achievement Laureates and because we believe in the mission 
of  Junior Achievement: to empower young people to own their economic 
success. Thank you to all of  our partners – teachers, volunteers, and investors 
– that work together with JA to achieve this vital goal.
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A Message from the Chairman of the Board 

David A. Scott 
Chase



2015-2016 INVESTORS 

2015 - 2016 CORPORATE & FOUNDATION INVESTORS

JA HERITAGE  
SOCIETY
Those who have included Junior 
Achievement in their Estate 
Plans and/or have established an 
Endowment  
for JA’s future.
Alta and John Franks 

JA USA FREE  
ENTERPRISE 
SOCIETY 

President’s Level$ 25,000+

Entrepreneur Level 
$10,000+
Laura & Ed Crawford
Ms. Alta Franks

MAJOR INVESTORS 
$5,000+
Tina and Bill Anderson

INVESTORS $2,500+
SENIOR PARTNERS 
$1,000+
Mr. & Mrs. Michael H. Woods 
Dr. & Mrs. Lacy H. Williams 
Dr. Phillip Rozeman
Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Smith, Jr.
Mr. David Watters
Mr. & Mrs. C. Cody White

PARTNERS $500+
Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow
Harry McInnis
Ms. Charlotte Gaffney
Mr. Edward N. Henderson

ENTREPRENEURERS 
$250+
Mr. & Mrs. Steven  Walker
Donald E. Jones
Dany Martin
Mr. & Mrs. G. Archer Frierson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Henington
Allison & Jerry Montgomery
Mr. Rex Tamplin
Mr. Merritt B. Chastain, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Auer
Drs. Robert & Grace Bareikis
Mr. Glenn Flournoy
Dr. Vincent J. Marsala

SHAREHOLDERS 
$100+
Claude & Bethia Bundrick
Dr. & Mrs. John Valiulis
Ms. Ruth Atkins
Ms. Sybil Patten
The Very Reverend Dr. M.L. Agnew
Mr. & Mrs. Earvy Bates
Mrs. Harold Bicknell

SHAREHOLDERS 
$100+
Mrs. Priscilla Bowman 
Mr. Tom C. Bowman
Mr. & Mrs.Pat Caraway
Danielle & Paul Cooper
Nita & Clay Cook
Drs. Adrienne & Robert Critcher
Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Drummond
Dr. & Mrs. John Felty
Kim FitzGerald
Rozann Frey
Dr. & Mrs. L.F. Hiller
Mr. & Mrs. James Holt
Ms. Dorothy Knight
Cindy Mack
Chuck Meehan
Dr. Gale Odom
Robert Poindexter
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Sample
Emily & Doug Schaumburg
Sherri Skrivanos
Ms. Martha Storer
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Tipton
Ms. Marion Weiss 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen White
Mary Ann & Steven Whited
Beth Williams
Kathleen Weiner
Lester Senter Wilson

VISIONARY 
LEADERSHIP $20,000+
Willis Knighton Health System 
Ann Wilder Stratton Memorial 
Fund* 

EMPOWERMENT 
SOCIETY $10,000+
United Way of  Northwest 
Louisiana* 
Kinsey Family Endowed Fund  
4th Generation*

MAJOR INVESTORS 
$5,000+
AEP | SWEPCO
Bossier Parish Schools
Bowman Systems
Caddo Parish Schools
Capital One 
Sid Potts, Inc.

INVESTORS $2,500+
Builders Supply Company 
Eagle Distributing  of  Shreveport 
Heard, McElroy, & Vestal
Querbes & Nelson
The Broyles Group
Sam’s Club

SENIOR PARTNERS 
$1,000+
Adkins Seale Capital Mgt.
Aliign, LLC
Bradley, Murchison, Kelly, & Shea
Bossier Parish Schools
Brookshires
Carr, Riggs & Ingram
Chase
Citizens National Bank
Fire Tech Systems

SENIOR PARTNERS 
$1,000+
First United Methodist 

Progressive Bank
Querbes & Nelson
Red River Bank
Red River Motor Company
Volunteers of  America
Williams Financial Advisors

PARTNERS $500+
JB Atkins Foundation
The FitzGerald Group
Sklar Exploration Co

ENTREPRENEURS 
$250+
Regions Bank
Southfield School
St. Mark’s Cathedral

*Advised Funds of  the Community 
Foundation of  North Louisiana 

(at the time of  program printing)
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WELCOME & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
David Scott, Chairman 

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Centenary Suzuki School —Violin Students

HONORARY CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
C. Cody White, Jr., 2006 JA Laureate 

INVOCATION
The Honorable Ollie S. Tyler, Mayor of  Shreveport and 2006 JA Laureate

RECOGNITION OF THE JA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Nita Cook, President | Executive Director, JA NLA

PROGRAM HOST
Liz Swaine, Director, Shreveport Downtown Development Authority

JA VIDEO & GUEST SPEAKERS
Twila Griffin, AEP|SWEPCO, JA Alumna & Volunteer

Demetria Harris, Cherokee Park, 3rd
Tamesha Brown, Teacher | Tyrone Burton, Principal

JaDarrius Jordan, Booker T. Washington, 10th
Carter Bedford, Principal

JA LAUREATE MEMORIAL VIDEO
J. Dudley Talbot 2000 ~ Nicholas H. Wheless, Jr. 1996

Aaron Selber, Jr. 2001 ~ J. Peter Gaffney 2005

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT LAUREATE RECOGNITION

2015 JA BUSINESS HALL OF FAME LAUREATE INDUCTEES

LAURA P. CRAWFORD
Centenary Suzuki School, Founder & Director

ROBERT W. FITZGERALD
FitzGerald Contractors, LLC, CEO, Retired

ROBERT P. BOWMAN
Bowman Systems, LLC, Founder & CEO

THANK YOU 
Nita H. Cook, Junior Achievement, President | Executive Director



2015 JA LAUREATE HONORARIUMS

Robert P. Bowman, 2015
Don Addington
Linda Biernacki
Pricilla Bowman
Tom C. Bowman

Paul & Danielle Cooper
Robert J. Poindexter

Sid Potts, Inc.
Allen and Mary Tipton
Steven & Nancy Walker
Ellen & Stephen White

Laura P. Crawford, 2015
Earvy & Glenda Bates

Linda Biernacki
Claude & Bethia Bundrick

Clay & Nita Cook and Camille
Drs. Robert & Adrienne Crither

Ruth & Jerry Drummond
John & Jessica Felty

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Frey
Dr. and Mrs. Carl Goodman

Dr. & Mrs. L.F. Hiller
Cindy Mack

Gale J. Odom
Emily & Doug Schaumburg

Sherri Skrivanos
Sid Potts, Inc.

Mary-Ann Valiulis
Steven & Nancy Walker

Kathleen Weiner
Marion Weiss

Dr. Steven & Mary Ann Whited
Beth Williams

Lester Senter Wilson

Robert W. FitzGerald, 2015
Linda Biernacki 

Carol Ann & Pat Caraway
Chris FitzGerald

Kim FitzGerald, Ashleigh, Caitlin & Hannah
James & Janie Holt

Sid Potts, Inc.
Steven & Nancy Walker

2015 CELEBRATION OF JA LAUREATES
WHO HAVE PASSED

J. Peter Gaffney, 2005
Linda Biernacki

Heard, McElroy & Vestal, LLC
Charlotte Gaffney

Aaron Selber, Jr. 2001
Linda Biernacki

Dr. J. Dudley Talbot, 2000
Linda M. Biernacki

Nicholas H. Wheless, Jr. 1996
Linda Biernacki

The Very Reverend & Mrs. M.L. Agnew
 	

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. Harold R. Bicknell, Sr., 2002
Mrs. Harold Bicknell

L. R. Brammer, 1998
The Very Reverend & Mrs. M.L. Agnew

Richard F. FitzGerald
and William E. FitzGerald

Tim C. FitzGerald

Kathleen FitzGerald Myers
Arthur & Susan Sample

Charles D. Knight, M.D., 1999
Dorothy W. Knight

H.E. “Bud” Storer, 2011
Martha Storer

Dr. Donald A.  Webb 2004
and Renee M. Webb
Elaine & Chris Webb



Linda passed away earlier this year in White Bear Lake, MN.  
She served as the Executive Director of  Junior Achievement of  
North Louisiana for many years.  We would like to recognize all 
her efforts in working with our community partners, schools, and 
students.  She was a true leader in community service and was 

named one of  the 100 Women of  the Century in Shreveport.  She will be truly missed, 
but her spirit and passion live on here at Junior Achievement.  A Celebration of  Life will 
be held later this year in Shreveport. 

Since taking over the helm at Junior Achievement, I have heard the rich stories of  our 
past, and I strive to bring opportunities to the young people of  our community in order 
for them to achieve success.

-Nita H. Cook
President | Executive Director

In Memory of 
      Linda Wall Waddell

Junior Achievement of  North Louisiana Remembers

J. Peter Gaffney 
 2005 JA Laureate

Aaron Selber, Jr. 
2001 JA Laureate

Nicholas H. Wheless, Jr. 
1996 JA Laureate

J. Dudley Talbot 
2000 JA Laureate
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Thank you form the President??? 
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Super Hero Ad  
Girl on Mountain 

In drop box 

Judith Ripka pendant  
containing one yellow canary crystal measuring 

twelve carats and sixty-five points (12.65 tw) sus-
pended on an 18kt yellow gold chain measuring 17”.  

Value $2,650 

Camille Millen  
Designs 

Large Bristol Vase Fluted Cobalt Blue 
Value $590  

50 inch Vizio  
Smart Television 1080p 

Value $500 

Oil Painting  
of Downtown Shreveport. 

by the international artist John Young.   
Value $345 

Gift Certificate  
Value $300 

Raffle Tickets—$5.00 
Proceeds from this Raffle will support  

Junior Achievement lesson in local classrooms,  
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JA is guided by our core values:

• Belief  in the boundless potential of  young people
• Commitment to the principles of  market-based economics
  and entrepreneurship
• Passion for what we do and honesty, integrity, and excellence in how     
  we do it
• Respect for the talents, creativity, perspectives, and backgrounds of  
  all individuals
• Belief  in the power of  partnership and collaboration
• Conviction in the educational and motivational impact of  relevant, 
  hands-on learning

Volunteer Now!

14 KT Gold Rose Diamond Key Pendant Set with 
Brilliant Cut Diamonds, .25 TW with 14 KT Yellow 
Gold Flat Cable Chain 16”  - $950 
Sid Potts, Inc.

50”  Vizio Smart Television, 1080P, 
4 HDMI Ports - $649
Sam’s Club of  Shreveport

Original Oil Painting by John Young - $2400
Nader’s Gallery 

Bonobos Chino and Shirt Combo - $300
John Pickens Custom Clothiers, LLC 

RAFFLE ITEMS

JA is guided by our core values:

• Belief  in the boundless potential of  young people
• Commitment to the principles of  market-based economics
  and entrepreneurship
• Passion for what we do and honesty, integrity, and excellence in how     
  we do it
• Respect for the talents, creativity, perspectives, and backgrounds of  
  all individuals
• Belief  in the power of  partnership and collaboration
• Conviction in the educational and motivational impact of  relevant, 
  hands-on learning

Volunteer Now!

14 KT Gold Rose Diamond Key Pendant Set with 
Brilliant Cut Diamonds, .25 TW with 14 KT Yellow 
Gold Flat Cable Chain 16”  - $950 
Sid Potts, Inc.

50”  Vizio Smart Television, 1080P, 
4 HDMI Ports - $649
Sam’s Club of  Shreveport

Original Oil Painting by John Young - $2400
Nader’s Gallery 

Bonobos Chino and Shirt Combo - $300
John Pickens Custom Clothiers, LLC 

RAFFLE ITEMS

JA is guided by our core values:

• Belief  in the boundless potential of  young people
• Commitment to the principles of  market-based economics
  and entrepreneurship
• Passion for what we do and honesty, integrity, and excellence in how     
  we do it
• Respect for the talents, creativity, perspectives, and backgrounds of  
  all individuals
• Belief  in the power of  partnership and collaboration
• Conviction in the educational and motivational impact of  relevant, 
  hands-on learning

Volunteer Now!

14 KT Gold Rose Diamond Key Pendant Set with 
Brilliant Cut Diamonds, .25 TW with 14 KT Yellow 
Gold Flat Cable Chain 16”  - $950 
Sid Potts, Inc.

50”  Vizio Smart Television, 1080P, 
4 HDMI Ports - $649
Sam’s Club of  Shreveport

Original Oil Painting by John Young - $2400
Nader’s Gallery 

Bonobos Chino and Shirt Combo - $300
John Pickens Custom Clothiers, LLC 

RAFFLE ITEMS

JA is guided by our core values:
• Belief  in the boundless potential of  young people• Commitment to the principles of  market-based economics  and entrepreneurship

• Passion for what we do and honesty, integrity, and excellence in how     
  we do it
• Respect for the talents, creativity, perspectives, and backgrounds of    all individuals
• Belief  in the power of  partnership and collaboration• Conviction in the educational and motivational impact of  relevant,   hands-on learning

Volunteer Now!

14 KT Gold Rose Diamond Key Pendant Set with Brilliant Cut Diamonds, .25 TW with 14 KT Yellow Gold Flat Cable Chain 16”  - $950 Sid Potts, Inc.

50”  Vizio Smart Television, 1080P, 4 HDMI Ports - $649
Sam’s Club of  Shreveport

Original Oil Painting by John Young - $2400Nader’s Gallery 

Bonobos Chino and Shirt Combo - $300John Pickens Custom Clothiers, LLC 

•	 Belief  in the boundless potential of  young 
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•	 Respect for the talents, creativity, perspectives, and backgrounds of  all 
individuals
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Judith Ripka Pendant  
One yellow canary crystal ~ 12 carats and 65 points  

suspended on an 18kt yellow gold chain measuring 17”.  
Value $2,650

Large Bristol Vase Fluted Cobalt Blue  
Value $590

50 inch Vizio 
Smart Television 1080p 

Value $500

Original Oil Painting 
of  Downtown Shreveport  

by the international artist John Young.  
Value $345

Gift Certificate 
Value $300

Raffle Tickets -- $5.00
Proceeds from this Raffle will support Junior Achievement lesson in local classrooms



 

 

Congratulations, 
Laura! 

We loved you then  
and we love you now… 

 
We are so proud of you! 

Love, 
Ed,  

Edward & Mary, 
Robert, 

Andrew & Shani, 
John-Henry, 

 
And your  

Grandchildren! 

Caroline, 

Edward V, 

& 

Annabelle 

 



Laura is the Founder | Director of  the Centenary Suzuki 
School (CSS) and is on the violin faculty of  Centenary 
College. She received her B.M. and M.M. degrees in violin 
performance from U.T. at Austin. Laura taught in the U.T. 
String Project, received teacher training under Dr. Shinichi 
Suzuki, attended the Juilliard Teachers Symposium, and 
observed mas-ter classes at the Curtis Institute where her 
cellist son was a student. Laura started the Suzuki school 
after moving to Shreveport in 1977. Armed with her “Fuller 
Brush Kit” of  miniature violins, a violin record album, and 
a poster of  her young U.T. students, she began knocking on 
doors of  prospective students and invited them to take violin 
lessons. Beginning with ten students, today, the CSS has 165 
students with eight “Suzuki method” teachers providing 
instruction in violin, viola and cello. In 2004, 150+ CSS 
students partnered with the Shreveport Symphony to present, 
“Home for the Holidays” in a sold out performance. More 
than 1,000 students have received weekly, private and group 
training in the Centenary Suzuki School generating offers of  
30+ million in scholarship dollars from colleges seeking academically and musically talented 
students. Laura has written hundreds of  recommendation letters to colleges and summer music 
programs for CSS students.

Through the generous support of  Centenary College, CSS is now the largest Suzuki program 
in Louisiana. Laura, along with the Shreveport Suzuki Parents Association produce frequent 
Suzuki workshops in which nationally acclaimed Suzuki clinicians are brought in to work with 
area students. Many Shreveport professionals site CSS’s specialized music study as a key factor 
attracting and keeping them in the Shreveport community. CSS has given students not only 
musical skills, but strives to create good citizens and to preserve classical music for generations 
to come. Students are taught service to others by playing locally for the Glen, Holy Angels, Live 
Oak and the Revel. Laura’s efforts have helped to mold young lives generating hundreds of  
college and career ready students. All have gained valuable skills used to earn a living, to exercise 
self-discipline and to achieve excellence. Most importantly, Suzuki students develop a good heart 
and a love of  music that will enrich their lives forever.

Laura plays in the Shreveport Symphony, Baroque Artists of  Shreveport, and performs at many 
area churches, especially her church, First Methodist. Her students are members of  Cincinnati 
Symphony, Johannesburg Philharmonic, Shreveport Symphony, orchestras in Germany and the 
U.S. CSS students have attended prestigious schools such as Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Brown, 
Stanford, Emory, Curtis Institute of  Music, Tulane, Rice, Centenary, and many other fine 
institutions.

Laura is from Memphis, TN. Her father, Dr. Robert Popper, a physician and cellist, emigrated from 
Austria to the U.S. in 1939 bringing with him his family’s musical instruments. Her Mississippi 
mother played piano with Laura on church hymns. Laura is married to Ed Crawford; together 
they have supported numerous guest artists with the Shreveport Symphony and established and 
funded a Classical Listening Program at Southfield School, where Laura established a CSS Satellite 
Program. All four sons appreciate their participation in the CSS commenting that CSS’s multi-
ethnic membership provided their most culturally diverse experience in Shreveport. Edward 
IV works at Goldman Sachs in Miami, Robert works at Atco Investment Company, Andrew is 
owner of  Crawford Design and Rhino Coffee, and John-Henry is pursuing a career as a cellist.

Laura P. Crawford 
Centenary Suzuki School 

Founder & Director
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FitzGerald Plumbing and Heating Co was formed in 1914 
by Bob’s grandfather William FitzGerald, an Irish immigrant 
who had come to America with his new wife and a valuable 
education in Ireland’s plumbing trade. William’s two sons, 
Willie and Dick, followed him into the business and took 
over for their father after World War II. For the next 25 years, 
the brothers ran FitzGerald’s with a focus on employees, 
treating everyone as family and carrying on their father’s 
unwavering integrity. It was this atmosphere into which the 
next generation of  company leaders was born. Bob and his 
cousins, Mike and Tim (Dick’s two sons), grew up working 
summers and holidays, first in the warehouse and then on the 
construction jobs. Their employment in the family business 
at such early ages instilled in them a truly important life 
lessons; in order for a business to be successful, the business’  
well-being must be of  foremost concern as decisions are 
made.

Bob embarked on his path to employment at FitzGerald’s at 
Vanderbilt University in 1964. He married his high school 
sweetheart, Patsy in 1965 and returned to LA Tech University to complete his education. 
Having completed his Bachelor of  Science degrees in Mechanical Engineering and Business 
Administration, the next step was earning his journeyman plumbing license. After graduation, 
Bob continued to work in the field for two years. Bob’s career took him through most of  the 
positions at FitzGerald’s: journeyman plumber, service estimator, service manager, project 
manager, president, and then CEO. The company motto —“Whatever it takes” was his approach 
to working with customers to solve problems. This approach served him well when guiding his 
employees through interactions with customers. Retiring in January 2012, Bob was extremely 
proud to turn the family business over to his son, Chris, the fourth generation FitzGerald to lead 
this company.

Bob’s first encounter with Junior Achievement was in the early 1970’s, when he was asked to 
teach a class of  plumbing apprentices about the free enterprise system. Bob’s dad pointed him 
to JA’s literature as a foundation for the class and he quickly learned what this organization had 
to offer.

Giving back to his community, industry and service to his church were always part of  Bob’s 
day. Over his career, Bob served as vestry member several times, and as Junior Warden and 
Senior Warden at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, and on the Board of  Trustees at Episcopal 
Theology Seminary of  the Southwest in Austin, TX. Community involvement included serving 
on the board of  Shreveport Chamber of  Commerce, Broadmoor Y.M.C.A., and Shreveport 
Committee of  100 as well as serving as board member and president of  Northwest LA Chapter 
of  the American Red Cross, Shreveport Club, LSU-Shreveport Foundation and several local 
contractor associations. National service to his industry included serving as board member and 
national president of  the National Environmental Balancing Bureau, the Mechanical Contractors 
Association of  American and the Mechanical Contracting Education & Research Foundation. 
Bob and Patsy have been blessed with three children, who have given us the absolute joy of  being 
involved in the lives of  our eight incredible grandchildren!!!

Robert W. FitzGerald
FitzGerald Contractors, LLC, 

CEO, Retired





Robert is the founder and president of  Bowman Systems, a 
software company building and supporting case management 
software for the social services and public health industries. 
Robert founded the company in 1999 to meet the increasing 
demands of  federal government reporting systems on local 
communities. Bowman Systems maintains a suite of  software 
products including Service-Point®, CommunityPoint®, IRis® 
and Spero®.

Bowman Systems products are used by over 3,000 agencies in 48 
states and Canada. In 2014, over 2 million people and 60 million 
services originated through its flagship product ServicePoint®. 
The data from Service-Point® helps shape public policy 
while improving opera-tional efficiencies and client outcomes 
for service providers. In addition, ServicePoint® provides 
regulatory reporting to the Department of  Housing and 
Urban Development, The Department of  Veterans Affairs, 
the Department of  Health and Human Services and numerous 
state/municipal governments. With any business, its success 
relies on the talent of  the employees and Bowman Systems 
continues to enjoy a highly talented leadership team and workforce creating world class software.

Faith is of  upmost importance to Robert and service to God comes before all else. He is an 
active member of  First United Methodist Church in Shreveport and has served on numerous 
committees including most recently its finance committee chair. He is a longtime member of  
the Cornerstone Sunday School class and currently serves as a teacher of  the Pure Vida Young 
Adult Sunday School.

Robert has enjoyed serving our community on many boards and in leadership positions 
including the Volunteers of  America North Louisiana, the LSUS foundation, the Greater 
Shreveport Cham-ber of  Commerce, Committee of  100, Southfield School and the United Way 
of  Northwest Louisi-ana. In 2003, the Greater Shreveport Chamber of  Commerce selected 
Bowman Systems as Business of  the Year.

Robert is a native of  Ruston, Louisiana and holds a bachelor’s degree in English and History 
from LSU Baton Rouge. He and his wife Leigh celebrated their 20 year anniversary in 2014 
with their three children Caroline, Molly and Bo. Robert takes special pride in his family and has 
served as YMCA basketball and T-ball coach through the years although he retires when the kids 
reach 4th grade as things get too serious.

Robert believes deeply in the mission of  Junior Achievement and its ability to cast a vision 
for young people planning for their future. Its impactful work with young people in northwest 
Louisi-ana is inspiring, and he is honored to be associated with an organization making the future 
a brighter place.

Robert P. Bowman 
Bowman Systems, LLC, 

Founder & CEO



2014 - 2015 CORPORATE & FOUNDATION INVESTORS

FREE ENTERPRISE SOCIETY
LEGACY MEMBERS
$100,000+ over a Lifetime
The Alta and John Franks Foundation
Willis Knighton Health System 
The Grayson Foundation, Inc. 

VISIONARY LEADERSHIP 
SOCIETY $20,000+
Willis Knighton Health System 
Noel Foundation 
The Grayson Foundation, Inc.* 
The Alta and John Franks Foundation

EMPOWERMENT SOCIETY 
$10,000+
AEP/SWEPCO 
Ann Wilder Stratton Memorial Fund* 
Capital One 
Junior Achievement Permanent  
Endowment Fund* 
United Way of  Northwest Louisiana* 
William C. Woolf  Foundation 

MAJOR INVESTORS $5,000+
Ash Grove Charitable Foundation 
Bossier Parish Schools 
Builders Supply Company, Inc. 
Caddo Parish School 
Eagle Distributing of  Shreveport 
Sid Potts, Inc. 

INVESTORS $2,000+
BancorpSouth 
Chase
Gannett Foundation 
Give for Good*
Metro Aviation, Inc. 
Powers Foundation, Inc. 
Red River Bank 
Sam’s Club – Shreveport 

SHAREHOLDERS $100+
Bradley, Murchison, Kelly, & Shea 
Brenner Holdings 
Bruce Lynn Farms 
McElroy Metal 

*Advised Funds of  the Community Foundation  
of  North Louisiana

SENIOR PARTNERS $1,000+
Accounting Plus Solutions, LLC 
Barksdale Federal Credit Union 
Bossier Parish Community College 
Brookshires 
Brown Builders 
Carr, Riggs, & Ingram 
Citizens National Bank 
Coldwell Banker Gosslee 
Fire Tech Systems, Inc.
First United Methodist Church 
Franks Management Company 
Heard, McElroy, & Vestal, LLC
Home Federal Bank 
Insurance Management Administrators, Inc. 
Ivan Smith Furniture Co., LLC 
KPMG
Lehigh Hanson, Inc. 
Murphy Payne Charitable Trust 
Querbes & Nelson 
Risk Services of  Louisiana, Inc. 
Smith, Pugh & Seal, LLP
Storer Services
Williams Financial Advisors

PARTNERS $500+
Advocate International LP 
Credit Bureau of  Louisiana
Falbaum Family Advised Fund*
Fort Sill National Bank
Paul & Betty McDonald Foundation 
The J.B. Atkins Foundation 
Worrell Brothers 

ENTREPRENEURERS $250+
Bowman Systems, LLC 
Business First Bank 
Charles A. Knicely Builders, LLC 
Community Trust Bank 
Griggs Enterprise, Inc. 
Kilpatrick Life Insurance Company 
Lott Oil Company 
Louisiana Dealers Services 
Peterbilt 
Praeses, LLC 
Progressive Bank 
RBM, LLP 
Regions Bank 
SSG Financial Group, LP 
The Broyles Group, LLC 
Zadeck Family Foundation 



2014 - 2015 INDIVIDUAL INVESTORS

JA HERITAGE SOCIETY
Those who have included Junior Achievement in their 
Estate Plans and/or have established an Endowmwnt 
for JA’s future.
Alta and John Franks

JA USA FREE ENTERPRISE 
SOCIETY
 
President’s Level$25,000+
Lacy H. Williams, M.D. 

Entrepreneurer Level$10,000+
Ms. Alta Franks

MAJOR INVESTORS $5,000+
Mr. L. Randy Davis, Jr.
Mr. Grady c. Golden 

INVESTORS $2,500+
Mr. George Fritze 

SENIOR PARTNERS $1,000+
Mr. Scott Auer 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Averett, Jr. 
Mrs. Linda Biernacki 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Broyles II
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Crawford 
Dr. J. Dudley Talbot
Mr. Nicholas H. Wheless, Jr. 
Mr. C. Cody White, Jr. 
Mr. Michael Woods 
Ms. Thelma Woods 

PARTNERS $500+
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Anderson 
Dr. and Mrs. William Bundrick 
Mr. and Mrs. Merritt B. Chastain
Mr. Robert Hamm 
Mr. Tim Jett
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Kinsey 
Mr. Trent Millican
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Sample III 
Mr. David Scott 
Mrs. Martha D. Storer 

ENTREPRENEURERS $250+
Drs. Grace and Robert Bareikis 
Mr. Joe M. Badt II
Mrs. Linda Biernacki
Dr. William Bundrick
Mr. Richard D. Follette 
Mr. Glenn Flournoy 
Mr. Clarence N. Frierson 
Mr. Lyle Jeansonne 
Mr. Lonnie M. Johnston 
Mr. Donald Jones 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Kent 
Ms. Dot Knight 
Mr. Kenneth Kreuger 
Mr. Cecil Marr 
Dr. Vincent Marsala 
Mr. Scott McCloud
Mr. Harry McInnis 
Dr. Ike Muslow 
Dr. Phillip Rozeman 
Mr. David A. Scott
Ms. Ollie Tyler 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Vallillo 
Cynthia and Tom Wood 

SHAREHOLDERS $100+
Mr. Hoyt Bain 
Mary Ann & Whitney Boggs
Mr. Charles E. Brown, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Carlisle, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Stafford Comegys 
Ms. Pearla Despot 
Mr. Hardy Foreman 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Drake Lee, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Alton Evans, Jr. 
Mr. William F. Golden 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Hughes 
Ms. Stephanie Lusk 
Col Jacquelyn Marty
Mr. and Mrs. George E. McGovern III 
Lee O’Brien Davis
Mr. John T. Palmer 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald I. Podner 
Mr. Armand L. Roos 
Mr. Rex Tamplin 
Mr. Erik Vigen 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Walker 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Wilson 
Mr. Tommy Williams



2014 - 2015 INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Junior Achievement of North Louisiana  
Business Hall of Fame & Student Center Relocation Campaign

VISIONARY 
 LEADERSHIP $20,000+

EMPOWERMENT  
SOCIETY $10,000+

MAJOR INVESTORS 
$5,000+
Tina & Bill Anderson

INVESTORS $2,500+
Builders Supply Company, Inc.
Eagle Distributing  of  Shreveport

SENIOR PARTNERS 
$1,000
Ivan I. Smith, Jr.
Red River Motor Company
Williams Financial Advisors
Querbes & Nelson
Michael H. Woods
Mr. & Mrs. C. Cody White
Red River Bank
Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Rozeman

PARTNERS $500+
Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow
Mr. & Mrs. Edward N. Henderson

ENTREPRENEURS $250+
Nancy & Steven C. Walker
Dr. & Mrs. Vincent J. Marsala

SHAREHOLDERS $100+
Camille & Chuck Meehan

Volunteer of  the Year: Scott Auer, Praeses, LLC
New Volunteer Award: Erik S. Vigen, The Broyles Group

Volunteer Recruiter Award: LaTrice Hardy, EJES, Inc.
JA Liaison Award: Connie Delaney, Capital One

JA Champion: Sonja Bailes, Bossier Parish Schools
JA Champion: Harry E. McInnis, Jr., McInnis Brothers

JA Free Enterprise Society, President Level: Dr. Lacy H. Williams

2014 - 2015 GROUP AWARDS

OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER AWARDS
BancorpSouth | Barksdale Federal Credit Union

NEW VOLUNTEER GROUP AWARD
The Broyles Group

COMMUNITY SPIRIT AWARDS
Barksdale Air Force Base | AT&T

CORPORATE VOLUNTEER CHAMPIONS
Capital One Bank



Text CRI to 66866 to receive CRI News and Alerts. 

Not just year-end.

All year round.

650 Olive Street  |  Shreveport, LA 71104
(318) 222-2222  |  CRIcpa.com

We love 
you, 

Lolly!
Caroline, Edward, 

and Annabelle





ELEMENTARY PROGRAMS

JA Ourselves®
JA Ourselves uses storybooks and hands-on activities to 
introduce the role people play in an economy.  Through 
engaging, volunteer-led activities, young students learn about 
individual choices, the importance of saving and giving, and the 
value of work.  (Kindergarten)

JA Our Families®
JA Our Families explains how family members’ professions 
contribute to the well-being of the family and of the community.  
The program introduces the concept of needs and wants, 
explores the ways families plan for and acquire goods and 
services, and analyzes how own skills to determine ways they 
can support their families.  (Grade 1)

JA Our Community®
JA Our Community uses posters and games to offer practical 
information about businesses and the many jobs those 
businesses offer in a community.  Students explore production 
methods through a simulation game, and learn about taxes, 
decision making, and how money flows in an economy.   
(Grade 2)

JA Our City®
JA Our City introduces students to the characteristics of 
cities and how cities are shaped by zoning.  Students learn the 
importance of money to a city; how financial institutions help 
businesses and city residents; and how the media is an integral 
part of a city’s life; and the role of an entrepreneur.  (Grade 3)

JA Our Region®
JA Our Region introduces students to entrepreneurship and 
how entrepreneurs use resources to produce goods and services 
in a region.  Students operate a hypothetical hot dog stand to 
understand the fundamental tasks of a business owner and basic 
operations of the business.  (Grade 4)

JA Our Nation®
JA Our Nation provides practical information about the need 
for employees who can meet the demands of the 21st century 
job market.  Students will understand the skills, especially in 
science, technology, engineering, and math, necessary to achieve 
future success.  (Grade 5)



Strengthening community through philanthropy. www.cfnla.org 

Simplify your giving, 
multiply your generosity.  

 Create a philanthropic plan. 

 Increase your impact. 

 Leave a legacy. 

The Community Foundation exists to help you and your 
neighbors make easy, efficient and personal gifts to 
strengthen our community.  

Find out how we can take care of the work and leave the 
fun part of giving to you!  

Congratulations 
JA Laureates

Robert FitzGerald, Laura Crawford & Robert Bowman

•	 Fire extinguishers
•	 Fire pumps
•	 Fire suppression

•	 Fire sprinklers
•	 Fire alarms

You Can Count On Us for ALL Your Fire Protection Needs!
www.FireTechSystems.com | 318.688-8800



2014-2015 CORPORATE VOLUNTEERS
Allstate insurance
AT&T
Atco Investment
Barksdale AFB
Bancorpsouth
Barksdale Federal Credit Union
Bossier Tax Assessor
Campus Federal
Capital One 
Century 21
Chase
Citizens National Bank
City of  Shreveport
Community Bank of  Louisiana 
Community Trust Bank
Carr, Riggs & Ingram
Diamond Realty
Edward Jones
Film Production Capital
Fort Sill National Bank
Home Federal Bank
Heard, Mcelroy & Vestal
Iberia Bank
Jace Consulting
 

Law Office of  J. Davis Powell
Libbey Glass
Logic Nation
Magnolia Title
Merriman Consulting
Morris & Dickson
Praeses, Llc
Progressive Bank
Red River Bank
Regions Bank
Sam’s Wholesale Club
Sci-port
Scroggins Real Estate
Setting the Standard Hair Academy
Shreveport Fire Department
Storer Services
Swepco
The Broyles Group
The Flower Girl
Urban Progressive
African American Shamber
US Navy
Williams Financial Advisors
Woodforest National Bank

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS

JA Global Marketplace®
JA Global Marketplace takes students on a spin around the world.  
Students learn the products they use every day, like their backpacks 
and sneakers, might use raw material from one country, be assembled 
in another, and sold from Peking to Chicago.  The program helps 
students understand how goods flow through various economies and 
the effect globalization has on their lives.  (Grades 6-8)

JA It’s My Future®
JA It’s My Future provides practical information about preparing for 
the working world.  Students learn about career clusters, high-growth 
jobs, career planning, and creating a personal brand.  And, through 
a scavenger hunt, they are introduced to the basic aspects of  job 
hunting.  (Grades 6-8)

JA Economics for Success®
JA Economics for Success gives the students the information needed 
to build strong personal finances, a cornerstone to a happy, secure 
life.  Students learn the importance of  exploring career options based 
on their skills, interests, and values.  They also learn about personal 
budgeting; wisely saving and investing; and cautiously using credit.  
(Grades 6-8)
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS

JA Be Entrepreneurial®
JA Be Entrepreneurial challenges students through interactive 
classroom activities to start their own venture while still in 
high school.  The program provides useful, practical content to 
assist teens in the transitions from being students to productive, 
contributing members of  society.  

JA Personal Finance®
JA Personal Finance explores the fundamental elements of  
personal finances: earnings, savings and investments, budgeting, 
credit, risk management, and giving.  Students apply these elements 
to a personal financial plan that allows them to set specific goals 
for their lifelong financial needs and desired quality of  life.  

JA Career Success®
JA Career Success equips students with the knowledge required 
to get and keep a job in high-growth industries.  Students will 
explore the crucial workplace skills employers seek but often find 
lacking in young employees.  Students also learn about valuable 
tools to find that perfect job, including resumes, cover letters, and 
interviewing techniques.

JA Company Program®
JA Company Program allows students to learn and experience 
business fundamentals and the art and hard work of  
entrepreneurship as they operate a student-led company.   Students 
will be able to apply their newfound skills to their education and 
future careers.

JA Job Shadow®
JA Job Shadow prepares students to be entrepreneurial thinkers 
in their approach to work.  In-class sessions prepare students 
for a visit to a professional work environment, where they will 
face a series of  challenges administered by their workplace hosts.  
Students learn how to research career opportunities and the skills 
needed to land and keep their dream job.







Congratulations
on your recognition as a

Junior Achievement Laureate!

We are very proud of your
commitment to our community and all

that you have accomplished!
From your family & friends, 

We Thank YOU!

 

 



2014 - 2015 JA SCHOOLS

Elementary Schools
Cherokee Park

Claiborne Magnet
JS Clark

R.V. Kerr
Meadowview

North Highlands
Pine Grove

Shreve Island

Middle Schools
Benton

Booker T. Washington
Cope

Elm Grove
Greenacres
Green Oaks
Haughton
JS Clark
Rusheon
Turner
Webster

High Schools
Benton

Booker T. Washington
C.E. Byrd

Caddo Career & Techinical Center
Caddo Magnet
Green Oaks
Huntington

Plain Dealing
Shreveport Job Corp Center

Wossman



Shreveport Suzuki Parents Association 
affectionately applauds 

Laura Crawford and the CSS students! 
Dr. Bernadette Boyd, SSPA President 

Tarun Chhabra, Director for Human Rights and National Security Issues at the National Secu-
rity Council at the White House. Laura and her colleagues at Centenary Suzuki School have 
given a generation of students the sublime gift of music. That is obvious. They have also—from 
the moment they handed us a jerry-rigged ruler and Cracker Jack box—instilled a deep appre-
ciation for persistence, patience, and diligence, They helped hardwire into each of us those 
instincts Dr. Suzuki set out to impart to young people around the world: sensitivity, discipline, 
endurance, and heart—gifts that rings as true as a perfect fifth at work and at home, as profes-
sionals and as citizens: gifts that so many of us have already begun to pass along to children of 
our own. Thank you, Laura. 

Clay Critcher, Assistant Professor of Marketing, Cognitive Science, and Psychology University 
of California, Berkeley. Music is an exercise in translating impersonal mathematical patterns 
into an emotionally resonant story. Because of Laura and Suzuki, I got a head start honing this 
skill, one that is a daily part of my life as a research scientist. I have many clear memories of 
standing alone on stage for recitals, under lights that blinded my view of most of the audience, 
except for Laura, always seated in the front row on the right, with her reassuring and warm 
smile. With this as a standard part of my childhood, speaking in front of large audiences is 
fortunately not an anxiety-provoking experience. Laura, this is such an exciting and well-
deserved honor.  
Eric Bates, Second Assistant Concertmaster of the Cincinnati Symphony orchestra.  
Laura Crawford starred me on the violin when I was 6. I'm 43 now and have an  
amazing career as a violinist. It all started with Laura and the Centenary Suzuki School in 
Shreveport Louisiana. From the beginning she and the Suzuki method showed what it  meant 
to be dedicated, organized, driven and above all else, love music and everything that came with 
it. Laura's passion and true love for music, children and the Suzuki method left a permanent 
imprint on my musical spirit. For 12 years Laura and the Centenary Suzuki program was my 
second home and family.  Without it, I would not be the level of musician, performer, teacher/
mentor that I am today. I can't say enough great things about Laura Crawford and the Cen-
tenary Suzuki School. 

Jennifer Pfiifer-Strange, The Centenary Suzuki School taught me the rewards of perseverance, 
the value of deep practice, the weight of precision, and the beauty of art. And while I had many 
great violin teachers in the program, Laura Crawford taught me to play with joy. Now as a 
Suzuki Mom, I get to watch our sons learn the same. Sometimes it all comes together just 
right—the intonation, the bow stroke, the rhythm—and they too glimpse the joy of making 
music. 

Tributes from former students of the Centenary Suzuki School 
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SUPPORTING CIVIC PRIDE
& GREAT LEADERSHIP

THE BROYLES GROUP
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Food Bank of Northwest Louisiana • African-American Chamber of Commerce • Junior 
Achievement • 1-108 Cavalry • Feist-Weiller Cancer Center • Teen Challenge • Center for 
Families • Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure • Louisiana State Fair • YMCA • Caddo Crime 
Stoppers • North Caddo Medical Center • UCAN • The ARC of Caddo Bossier • Foundation 
for Women’s Cancer • Community Renewal • Providence House • Goodwill • Louisiana State 
Nursing Association • March of Dimes • American Foundation for Suicide Prevention • St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital • Centenary College Choir • Military Affairs Council • 
Multiple Sclerosis Society • Alzheimer’s Association • Inner City Entrepreneur• BizCamp • 
New Cardiovascular Horizons • YWCA • LSU in Shreveport Foundation • Shreveport Opera 
• Ark-La-Tex Ag Council • Gingerbread House • LSUS India Studies Program • Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation • Northwestern State University School of Nursing • Holy Angels • Rescue Mission 
• Paint Your Heart Out Shreveport • Ark-La-Tex Ambassadors • Martin Luther King Health 
Center • American Heart Association • Lions Club Rhapsody in View • Sci-Port Louisiana’s 
Science Center • Children and Arthritis-Jambalaya Jubilee • Shreveport Symphony Orchestra • 
Robinsons Rescue • Juvenile Court of Caddo Parish •Southern University Foundation • Caddo 
Career & Technology Center • Gutrunners • Melissa Maggio Foundation • Council for a Better 
Louisiana • Red River Radio • Volunteers of America • American Cancer Society • Shreveport 
Chamber of Commerce • Mayors’ Prayer Breakfast • Up with Downs • Council on Alcoholism 
and Drug Abuse • River City Repertory Theatre • DeSoto Regional Health System • Think First 
• New Cardiovascular Horizons • Institute for Global Outreach • Shreveport Metropolitan 
Ballet • Louisiana State Trooper Foundation • St. Luke’s Episcopal Mobile Ministry • Bossier 
Chamber of Commerce • Northwest Louisiana Interfaith Pharmacy • Caddo-Bossier Cancer 
League Foundation • LSU Health Shreveport Foundation • Food Bank of Northwest Louisiana 
• African-American Chamber of Commerce • Junior Achievement • 1-108 Cavalry • Feist-
Weiller Cancer Center • Teen Challenge • Center for Families • Susan G. Komen Race for 
the Cure • Louisiana State Fair • YMCA • Caddo Crime Stoppers • North Caddo Medical 
Center • UCAN • The ARC of Caddo Bossier • Foundation for Women’s Cancer • Community 
Renewal • Providence House • Goodwill • Louisiana State Nursing Association • March of 
Dimes • American Foundation for Suicide Prevention • St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
• Centenary College Choir • Military Affairs Council • Multiple Sclerosis Society • Alzheimer’s 
Association • Inner City Entrepreneur• BizCamp • New Cardiovascular Horizons • YWCA • LSU 
in Shreveport Foundation • Shreveport Opera • Ark-La-Tex Ag Council • Gingerbread House 
• LSUS India Studies Program • Cystic Fibrosis Foundation • Northwestern State University 
School of Nursing • Holy Angels • Rescue Mission • Paint Your Heart Out Shreveport • Ark-
La-Tex Ambassadors • Martin Luther King Health Center • American Heart Association • Lions 
Club Rhapsody in View • Sci-Port Louisiana’s Science Center • Children and Arthritis-Jambalaya 
Jubilee • Shreveport Symphony Orchestra • Robinsons Rescue • Juvenile Court of

Throughout the Community 
Throughout the Years

Together, we can make a difference.
North     |     South     |     Bossier     |     Pierremont     |     Rehabilitation Institute

(Opening Spring 2016)

wkhs.com

Contributing to the 
health and well-being 
of the people we serve


